
 

 

April 2017 

Message from the Principal 
 
April is here and hopefully the warm weather will soon follow.  With the arrival of spring comes the 
wet and rainy days. This means that our playing fields are often soft and muddy. Although the winter 
boots can (hopefully) be put away for another year, we still ask that students have indoor and outdoor 
shoes so that the classroom floors and especially the gym floor can stay clean and dry. Also, for the 
younger children, please make sure you send a dry change of clothes with your child just in case they 
get wet during recess.  
 
 
The school continues to be a busy and productive environment. Our staff and students continue to 
make learning a priority by engaging in authentic learning tasks and by demonstrating their learning in 
creative ways. Our year long learning journey as part of the Comprehensive Math Strategy continues.  
As our staff engages in learning opportunities and develops a deeper understanding about how our 
students approach and learn Math, we are working on developing a growth mindset in mathematics. 
Teachers have been learning about the importance of talk moves to promote classroom discussion.  
We encourage you to speak with your children about the strategies of revoicing, paraphrasing 
(repeating), reasoning, adding on and providing wait time.  Our school foci mirror the Board’s priority 
areas of Mathematics, Modern Learning and Mental Health and Well-Being.  
 
At E.J. Sand P.S., we have been very busy with a number of activities.  At the end of February, we were 
joined by hip-hop artist Justin Barkie, who taught the students various dances.  Our grades 4, 5 & 6 
students had the opportunity to go to the Gregg LeRock concert to enhance their French curriculum.  
At the beginning of March, we celebrated Norooz, the Persian New Year, with over 100 E.J. Sand 
families and held a “Girls Night” for our grades 4 to 6 students, which focussed on body image, and 
well being.  At the end of March, our Junior students were joined by award-winning author Michael 
Wade, who spoke to the students about his books, as well as what it is to be an author. 
 
We are really excited about the transformation that has taken place in our library space over the last 
few weeks.  As you likely have heard from your child, there is much buzz in our school with the 
opening of our MAKERSPACE!  A makerspace is an area designed to allow students to develop their 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) or STEAM (including the Arts) skills through inquiry 
and building.  Our makerspace opened with six different stations – a lego wall, a green screen, straws 
and connectors, building cups, an illustration table, and our dash n dot robotics, which teaches 
students coding.  We are so excited about the transformation of this space and are looking forward to 
watching our student engineers explore and build further. 
 
The remaining three months of the school year are packed with many fun and educational events.  On 
May 4th, we are excited to host Mathletes, a math competition for students in grades 2-6, with some 
of our Intermediate students acting as activity leaders.  We welcome and encourage parents to join us 
for part of or the entire day, to observe and participate with our students on how we can make 
“learning math” exciting and fun.   
 
Our Grade 3 and Grade 6 students will participate in the EQAO assessment from May 23rd to June 5th. 
Please DO NOT schedule appointments during these times. Many parents ask how they can prepare 
their child for writing the test. As EQAO tests are based on The Ontario Curriculum, the best way to 
help your child is to continue to support his or her success at school throughout the year! 
 
Continue to check our blog at ejsandps.com for more updates on school events. 
 

Jay Wolkoff     
Principal     
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Important Dates: 
 
April 3—7 - JungleSport 
April 12 - Day of Pink  
April 20 – Math Night 
April 25—28 - Int. Quebec City Trip 
April 28 – Healthy Heart Presentation 
May 1 - Touchstone Assembly 
May 4 – Mathletes 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 
“You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” 

          - Abraham Lincoln 

MESSAGE FROM OUR TRUSTEE SUSAN GELLER 

 
With spring approaching and the hours of daylight increasing, 
now is a good time to enjoy the outdoors and our natural 
environment. Did you know that our Board has five outdoor 
education centres, and students have opportunities to visit 
them and other outdoor learning spaces throughout their 
schooling? This is part of our commitment to giving students an 
opportunity to learn in and about the natural world. This 
learning supports students in gaining a deeper appreciation for 
nature and the importance of environmental sustainability.   
 
 “Modelling continuous environmental sustainability” is one of 
the goals outlined in our Board of Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan. We 
believe that we all have a role to play in reducing waste and 
protecting our environment. Our students, staff members and 
families continue to show leadership when it comes to 
supporting student learning and initiatives to reduce our 
ecological footprint.  
 
Spending time outside as a family also provides a great 
opportunity to support and enhance your child’s learning 
outside of school. Whether visiting a park or museum, reading 
with your child in your home language or asking questions 
about their day at school - know that there are many ways you 
can support their education and that you are making a 
difference.  
 
I hope you all enjoy the warmer weather ahead.  

YRDSB SURVEY FOR PARENTS/ GUARDIANS 
 
We will be inviting parents/guardians to participate in a survey May 1-19, 2017. This survey provides an important 
opportunity for parent/guardian voice. Results will be used to guide planning to support student achievement and well-
being. 
 
You may complete the survey online or on paper. The online survey will be available in English. Paper surveys will be 
available from the school office in English, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Farsi, Gujarati, Hebrew, Korean, 
Punjabi, Russian, Sri Lankan Tamil, Urdu and Vietnamese.  
 
We value your input and encourage you to complete the survey. The information you provide will be anonymous, considered 
confidential and kept in strict accordance with all relevant legislation.   
 
Information about how to access the online survey will be sent home with students at the end of April. Please contact the 
school if you have any questions. 

WEAR PINK DAY 
 
April 12, 2017 marks the 
International Day of Pink. It 
is a day where communities 
across the country, and 
across the world, can unite 
in celebrating diversity and 
raising awareness to stop 
homophobia, transphobia, 
transmisogyny, and all 
forms of bullying. 

The International Day of Pink was started in Nova Scotia when 2 
straight high school students saw a gay student wearing a pink shirt 
being bullied. The 2 students intervened, but wanted to do more to 
prevent homophobic & transphobic bullying. They decided to 
purchase pink shirts, and a few days later got everyone at school to 
arrive wearing pink, standing in solidarity. The result was that an 
entire school took a stand and began working together to prevent 
homophobic & transphobic bullying. 

The message was clear: anyone can bully, any can be victimized 
by bullying, but together we can stop it. 

Each year on the second Wednesday of April, millions of people 
wear pink and take a stand. The Day of Pink is a symbol, a spark, 
that empowers and inspires youth across Canada to create 
amazing social change! 
 
We encourage students and staff to wear PINK on April 12th to 
show your support. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/outdoored/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/outdoored/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx


 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were recognized at our Touchstone Assembly for the character trait of 
RESPECT: 

POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
Policies and procedures govern the operation of the Board and our school. To ensure they remain current, the Board reviews policies and procedures 
on a regular cycle. Seeking feedback from staff and community members, including parents/guardians, is an important part of the review process.   
 
All policies available for comment are sent to school council chairs, and are posted on the Board website along with information about how to provide 
feedback. The policies and proposals currently available for comment include: 

The following policies with investigative components: 
Professional Misconduct and Progressive Discipline 
Respectful Workplaces and Learning Environments 
Supporting Community Concerns 

A proposal for next steps on the process for addressing concerns raised by students, staff and community members. 
 
To learn more, visit www.yrdsb.ca/aboutus/policy/. 

CLASS PLACEMENT REQUESTS FOR 2017-18 
In May, our staff will meet to discuss student placements for the 2017-18 
school year. Our staff will carefully consider each individual child when 
deciding class placements. The following criteria are used for placing 
students into classes:  
 Class size, based on Board/ Ministry cap sizes  

 Balance between male and female students  

 Matching the student’s learning style with the teacher’s instructional 
style  

 Coordinating students with special education/ ELL staff  

 Combinations of students for optimal learning  
 Pertinent information from parents/ guardians which would assist 

the staff in making their decision  
 
Parents wishing to share information regarding their child’s class 
placement for 2017-2018 may do so in writing, to Mr. Wolkoff, before 
May 6th, 2017.  
 
Class placements are an important, yet difficult, task. We are not able to 
fulfill all requests. The Principal has the final decision in all class 
placements. However, it is important for you to know that we have 
experience in placing each student in the best possible learning 
environment.  
  
Please note: requests for specific teachers will NOT be accepted.  Please 
do not submit a request for a certain teacher as these cannot be 
honoured or considered. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION CONTINUES 
Children who turn four or five years old during 
2017, live within the school boundary and 
whose parents are public school tax support-
ers will be eligible to register for kindergarten.   
 
For more information, please visit the YRDSB 
website or contact the school. 

FDK A - Ms. Ng & Ms. Facey —> Porya G., Amir D. & Talin T.   GR3/4A - Ms. Daly —> Mani N. & James J. 

FDK B - Mrs. Tommasini & Ms. Lamba —> Rosah E., Jayden J. & Yoonyoung H.   GR4/5A - Mrs. Pimm & Mrs. Weiner —> Hannah B. & Joshua K.  

FDK C - Ms. Lurie & Mrs. Yadollahi —> Kooshan R.  & Latte T.  GR5/6A - Mr. Raha —> Oguz D. and Lauren F. 

GR1A - Ms. Bieler —>  Keisha M. & Atrin G.   GR6A - Mr. Tsutsumi —> Shani F. & Yosef W.  

GR1/2A - Ms. Evans —> Dishita P. & Anna V   GR7/8A– Mrs. Mintsoulis —> Danrekter B. & Huzaifa L. 

GR2A - Mr. Naken —> Airabella H & Dorsa T.   GR8A - Mrs. Pesic —> Nima M. & Blake W. 

GR2/3A - Ms. Appolloni —> Subhan O. & Hafsah C.   

ARE YOU MOVING? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you moving to another school in Septem-
ber?  If so, please let us know so we can pre-
pare our classes accordingly and so that it 
doesn't impact your registration at the new 
school. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/Policies-for-Comment.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/aboutus/policy/


 

 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT AT E.J.! 
 

Girls Night Out was a fun way to promote healthy lifestyle choices and a night to have fun and bond with a special family member.  At first 
we met in the library and we watched two videos. The main messages of the videos were that you are beautiful just the way you are and 
you don’t have to try so hard to be perfect. We are all unique individuals and we need to appreciate and be good to ourselves.  

 
The four stations were yoga with Mrs. Lee, manicures with Ms. Lurie, face scrubs with Mrs. W and her daughter, and we made smoothies 
with Mrs. Pimm and her daughter as well. Mrs. Lee guided us through a relaxing session of yoga, and while we were doing the yoga there 
was calming music in the background. One of the other stations we went to was making a strawberry scented face scrub. We followed the 
steps with the help of our parents. When we finished the scrub we had fun with props, taking pictures with the green screen. Next stop was 
making delicious smoothies with Mrs. Pimm and her daughter. We made some yummy smoothies using frozen fruit such as mangoes and 
strawberries. We did manicures with Ms. Lurie, but before we could get started we watched a video on how to use the nail product proper-
ly. 

 
When we got home, we tested out the scrub we had made. After we washed the scrub off our skin, it was as soft as a peach! The evening of 
Girls night out was an opportunity to bond with special people in our lives and celebrate the joys of being a girl. We hope this becomes an 

annual event! 
 

   By: Hannah, Binta and Malak  
 
 

KISS & RIDE SAFETY REMINDERS: 
 Let students out on the curb side of the car along the pathway (see highlighted yellow below) 

 Do NOT drive into the school lot between 8:30 and 9:15 am and again from 3:10 and 3:50 pm 

 Drive slowly when on the school grounds 



 

 

E.J. SAND HAS A NEW LOGO! 

 
Mr. Tsutsumi’s grade six class has been working on a project called the Entrepreneurial Adventure program 
organized through The Learning Partnership and BMO (Bank of Montreal) Financial Group of Companies. 
The Entrepreneurial Adventure is a program where students get to create a business with help from men-
tors and learn crucial 21st century skills such as collaboration, problem solving, communication, critical 
thinking, and analytical skills.  
 

We named our company, “21st Century Looks”. Our company’s goal is to make our school community 
stronger by rebranding and giving it a modern vibe and atmosphere. We chose to rebrand our school be-
cause our school was founded in 1959 and our logo is very old. Our company is trying to recreate the logo 
of our school to give the Wolverine a modern twist. The profit we will make from this project will be donated 
to Toronto Humane Society. 

 
 

In order to accomplish our mission as a company, we ran a logo contest, and received a lot of entries. Stu-
dents voted on which logo they would like to have as our new school logo, and Alex’s work from Mr. Raha’s 
class was chosen. We have fine tuned his work and made the final logo for our school.  

 
Our final logo is……. 

 

 
We are running a fashion show to showcase the new spirit wear in different sizes and colours. The fashion 
show will be on April 6th from 5:30pm to 6:00pm. It will be in Mr. Tsutsumi’s, Mrs. Mintsoulis’ and Mrs. 
Pesic’s classrooms. The letter about the fashion show was sent out on Thursday, March 23rd. Order forms 
to buy the merchandise will be sent out the day after the fashion show. Thank you very much for your un-
derstanding and cooperation. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

21 Century Looks  
(CEO: Isabelle, COO: Kimiya & Project Manager: Patrick) 
 
 

Fashion Show 

April 6, 2017 

5:30—6:00 pm 

 

Look at our different school wear items. 

Try on different sizes. 

Purchase your new school wear 

Our Old Logo 
 

 

Our New Logo 

 



 

 

     

E.J. Sand is accepting online payments 
through School Cash ONLINE! 

School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 
• A convenient fee payment option that saves time 
• Reduces paper 
•  No more need to send cash or cheques to school   
• A quick way to register. It takes less than 5 minutes to register. 
 

Parents that opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both required 
and optional), and can make secure online payments by credit card or Interac and receive a receipt.  
 

 Step 1: Register 
 

 Click on the School Cash Online button on our school’s website at http://yourschool.ps.yrdsb.ca/  
and select the “Get Started Today” button. 

 
Complete each of the three Registration Steps 
 

*For Security Reasons your password, requires 8 characters,  
 one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 

 
Step 2: Confirmation Email 
 

A registration confirmation email will be automatically forwarded to you.  Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your email 
and School Cash Online account.  The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site prompting you to sign into your account.  
Use your email address and password just created with your account. 

 

 Step 3: Find Student 
NOTE: A STUDENT NUMBER IS REQUIRED  
 This step will connect your children to your account.  
 

Enter the School Board Name 
Enter the School Name 
Enter Your Child’s Student # and Last Name 
Select Continue 
On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the Agree box and select Continue 
Your child has been added to your account   
 

Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  
 

If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above.  5 children can be added to one parent account. 
If you do not wish to add additional children, select “View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available items for purchase will be dis-
played. 
 

NEED HELP? 
If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen or contact School 
Cash Online – Parent Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com. 

http://yourschool.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 3 

 

Science Centre 

Trip 

 

 

Autism Awareness 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

Frozen Yogurt 
 

Fashion Show  

7 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

8 

9 10 11 

 

Passover 

12 

 

Day of Pink 

13 

 

Vaisakhi 

 

Frozen Yogurt 

14 

 

Good Friday 

—No School 

15 

16 17 

 

Easter Monday 

—No School 

18 19 

 

20 

 

Frozen Yogurt 

 

Math Night 

21 

Ridvan 

 

Pizza Lunch 

22 

 

Earth Day 

23 24 25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

Frozen Yogurt 

28 

 

Pizza Lunch 

 

29 

30       

Intermediate Quebec Trip 

Junglesport 


